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Commonwealth countries pilot new tool to gauge climate and ocean risks 

The Commonwealth Secretariat and US-based Stimson Center have teamed up to pilot a new process to 

quickly determine climate vulnerability and risks in coastal communities. 

This ‘rapid assessment protocol’, developed under the Stimson Center’s Coastal Resilience Vulnerability 

Index (CORVI) Project, will be trialled in the Commonwealth countries of Barbados, Kiribati and Sri 

Lanka. 

The project is generously supported by the United Kingdom’s Blue Planet Fund through the Ocean Risk 

and Resilience Action Alliance (ORRAA) which the Commonwealth Secretariat recently joined as a 

member. 

It aims to support better decision making and more climate-smart investments by clearly outlining the 

financial, political, and ecological risks that climate change poses to a small island country or coastal 

city. 

The Head of Oceans and Natural Resources at the Commonwealth Secretariat, Dr Nicholas Hardman-

Mountford said: “We are thrilled to be piloting this approach in Commonwealth countries, as it wholly 

aligns with the aims of the Commonwealth Blue Charter, an agreement by all 54 member countries to 

work together to solve global ocean challenges, such as coastal climate risk. 

“This new partnership builds on the momentum achieved during discussions at the UN Climate 

Conference COP26 on ocean and climate action. It will allow the participating countries on the frontlines 

of the climate crisis to assess and tackle the urgent and long-term vulnerabilities they face, with targeted 

actions and investments.” 

Normally, undertaking a full ocean and climate risk assessment under CORVI would take at least 18 

months. However, the rapid assessment process will take place over just three months, providing 

countries with a first-look risk picture which could then be further elaborated through dedicated projects. 

For more information click: https://thecommonwealth.org/media/news/commonwealth-countries-pilot-

new-tool-gauge-climate-and-ocean-risks 
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