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Negotiations on fisheries subsidies 

Chair of fisheries subsidies negotiations outlines next steps for work in the new year 

Fisheries subsidies negotiations aim to conclude as quickly as possible in the new year, the chair of the 

negotiations, Ambassador Santiago Wills of Colombia reported on 10 December following consultations 

held in the wake of the postponement of the 12th Ministerial Conference (MC12). Work will continue in 

January to refine the draft fisheries subsidies agreement for ministers’ consideration. 

Under the mandate from the WTO's 11th Ministerial Conference held in Buenos Aires in 2017 and the 

UN SDG Target 14.6, negotiators have been given the task of securing agreement on disciplines to 

eliminate subsidies for illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and to prohibit certain forms of 

fisheries subsidies that contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, with special and differential treatment 

being an integral part of the negotiations. Just days before the postponement, Ambassador Wills had 

submitted a draft agreement on fisheries subsidies for the consideration of ministers. The draft is based 

on the collective efforts of WTO members and represents for the chair the most likely way to build 

consensus after more than 20 years of negotiations, without undermining the sustainability objective. 

Consultations and next steps 

Despite the postponement of MC12, members have continued work on the draft agreement, with informal 

consultations being held on the issues of territoriality in Article 11.3(b) and special and differential 

treatment provisions under the overcapacity and overfishing disciplines in Article 5.4. 

The chair suggested members start off the new year by continuing to work on issues where further 

technical work is needed. 

“I would ask Heads of Delegation to use some of your time over the break to consult with your relevant 

authorities so that when we next meet, your instructions are up-to-date and we can re-engage in the way 

that we need,” the chair said. 

For more information, click: https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news21_e/fish_10dec21_e.htm 
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